
WELCOME TO THE THOLOS FOUNDATION'S
INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO HARM REDUCTION

NEWSLETTER!

Welcome to the first issue of the Tholos Foundation's monthly newsletter. We
have established this bulletin to share the latest developments in Tobacco Harm

Reduction efforts across the globe.
 

The Tholos Foundation promotes effective policy through research, education,
and coalition building. This newsletter is a major component of our efforts to

build an international coalition of THR advocates who are ready and willing to
fight for the rights reduced-risk users and oppose the lawmakers and agencies that

work to restrict these rights.

Our newsletter will include must-read stories from our friends and allies around
the world, groundbreaking studies, and

 
We encourage collaboration with like-minded organizations and activists, so

please forward this newsletter to anyone and everyone  you know who would
be interested in staying up-to-date on international THR developments!

Sign Up for the THR Newsletter HERE!
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

This newsletter will be written and distributed by Karl Abramson, a Consumer
Policy Fellow at the Tholos Foundation. Karl is a student at Rice University in
Houston, TX. He previously interned at Americans for Tax Reform working on
consumer policy with a focus on harm reduction.

Karl’s work on vaping and tobacco policy has been featured in The Washington
Times, RealClearPolicy, and InsideSources. His complete professional experience
can be viewed on his LinkedIn.

WHAT IS THE THOLOS FOUNDATION UP TO?

Presenting Tholos-commissioned
IPSOS Polling Data in Stockholm

Tim Andrews, Tholos’ Director of
Consumer Issues, traveled to Stockholm,
Sweden to speak at an Environment and
Public Health Institute event. The
outstanding presentation includes crucial
data showing clearly that a Swedish
flavored vape ban would lead to
increased cigarette smoking, a more
prevalent black-market, and dangerous
at-home solutions. The presentation can be
viewed here or by clicking on the image.

Publishing IPSOS/Tholos Polling Data and Infographics

Tholos commissioned IPSOS to perform a series of polls in Sweden, the Netherlands,
Estonia, and Belgium on flavored vape use and effects of prohibitions. The data can be
found at the Tholos website here. Tholos created infographics for these polls, with the
Sweden poll infographic pictured below.

https://www.linkedin.com/in/karl-abramson-9a62b2192/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20wrl-wW7wM
https://tholosfoundation.org/category/international/


Educating Kenyan
Legislators on the Dangers of
E-Cig Taxes

Tholos authored a letter to key
members of the Kenyan Parliament
containing evidence that the e-
cigarette and oral nicotine tax hike
included in the nation’s Finance Bill
2022-2023 will have a disastrous
impact on public health in Kenya.
The letter also discusses the expected
harm to businesses and potential
national security issues that could
arise should the tax hike become law.
The full letter will soon be available
on the Tholos Foundation website.

Submitting Comments on
Public Health in Brazil

ANVISA, Brazil’s leading public
health agency, is calling for comments
regarding their long-standing vape
prohibition. Tholos submitted
comments offering scientific studies
and evidence that demonstrate the
overwhelming benefits that come
with vape legalization. Our
submission makes note of the
extensive black-market that exists in
Brazil and offers real examples of the
exploitation that occurs in Brazil’s
criminal smuggling rings. The full
letter can be downloaded and viewed
here.

http://tholosfoundation.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/fb477d60301/429d9a2a-522f-4c1d-812c-6d70dc92ed70.pdf?rdr=true


Writing to President Duterte
of the Philippines Regarding
Vaping Legalization

After the passing of Senate Bill 2239,
legislation that would legalize and
regulate vaping in the Philippines, the
bill now awaits the signature of
Filipino President Rodrigo Duterte.
Recognizing the opportunity for
extensive harm reduction, Tholos has
prepared a letter to be delivered to
President Duterte educating him and
his office on vaping and the positive
health impacts it brings when cigarette
smokers are offered access to the
lifesaving products. The full letter can
be accessed via download by clicking
here.

Offering Feedback to the EU
Commission Legislative
Framework on Tobacco
Control

The European Union Commission has
opened a public consultation regarding
the EU’s Legislative Framework on
Tobacco Control. The Commission is
most-interested in evidence-based
comments on newer nicotine
technologies, like vaping and oral
nicotine products. Our submission
offers extensive evidence in support of
e-cigarettes and other reduced risk
tobacco alternatives like snus. It
encourages the EU Commission to
embrace the benefits of maintaining
adult access to these products and
offering adult smokers a healthier
alternative. The full submission will
soon be available on the Tholos site.

Publishing an Analysis on
Flavored Vaping Products

Property Rights Alliance Fellow Rowan
Saydlowski released a fantastic white paper
analyzing flavored vapes as harm reduction
tools. Rowan, who has previously worked
on PRA's Property Rights Index, drew upon
extensive scientific studies and research. His
analysis will be an outstanding tool for
advocacy and educational efforts. The full
paper can be read here.

MUST-READ ARTICLES OF THE MONTH

1. Fake news alert: WHO updates its post-truth fact sheet on e-cigarettes  by
Clive Bates. The Counterfactual.
This excellent fact-check from Clive Bates reviews the World Health
Organization’s Q&A on e-cigarettes. WHO’s “fact” sheet is unfortunately, and

https://files.constantcontact.com/fb477d60301/e1cab5a1-f26e-4c55-bd93-be7a128f835a.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.propertyrightsalliance.org/wp-content/uploads/Analysis-of-Flavored-Vaping-Products-as-a-Harm-Reduction-Method.pdf
https://clivebates.com/fake-news-alert-who-updates-its-post-truth-fact-sheet-on-e-cigarettes/


unsurprisingly riddled with errors. Bates’ article is a thorough examination of
WHO’s statement and is a must-read for anyone seeking to disrupt the heavy flow
of e-cigarette misinformation.

2. Celebrating businesses that have helped reduce the tobacco burden  by Kim
“Skip” Murray. The Center Square.
This inspiring piece, published a day after World Vape Day, comes from Kim
Murray, who recently started as a Research Fellow at The Taxpayer Protection
Alliance Consumer Center. Her contributions to THR advocacy have been
invaluable and this op-ed calls upon first-hand accounts of vape shop owners
across America who have helped cigarette smokers make the lifesaving switch to
vaping.

3. Welcome to the Nicotine Prohibition Era  by Jacob Grier. Reason Magazine.
Jacob Grier’s article details the latest developments in the nicotine prohibition
efforts. Grier’s piece discusses the failed anti-cigarette crusades of the early 20th
century and the history of FDA and Congressional regulation of nicotine-
containing products. His article is a fantastic, in-depth look at the challenges harm
reduction advocates face and the difficult, but necessary, path forward.

4. FDA Accused of Spreading Misinformation at E-Cigarette Summit  by Alex
Norcia. Filter Magazine.
Alex Norcia’s article is a strong summary of the annual E-Cigarette Summit,
which occurred on May 17th. Norcia’s piece touches upon statements made by
FDA officials and explores the various responses from consumer advocates,
business owners, academics, and scientists. Norcia, who is Filter’s news editor, is
consistently authoring well-written, factual articles about tobacco, vaping, and
other consumer products.

5. World Health Organization Needs to Embrace Harm Reduction for World
No Tobacco Day by Lindsey Stroud. Taxpayers Protection Alliance.
To mark World No Tobacco Day (May 31), Lindsey Stroud published an
outstanding blog calling out the World Health Organization for their continued
attempts, some unfortunately successful, to restrict adult access to lifesaving
vapor products. In Stroud’s words, “the WHO either is in the business of
protecting tobacco or it doesn’t care at all about persons who smoke”.

MUST-READ STUDY OF THE MONTH

How Much Ongoing Smoking Reduction is an Echo of Initial Mass Education? by Carl
V. Phillips and Marewa Glover. American Journal of Health Behavior.

This study looks to quantify the “echo” effect, the idea that parental smoking effects
initiation and seeks to estimate how this effect can explain the historical reduction in
cigarette smoking. The results show that credit for smoking reductions belongs to the initial
education, and continuing echoes, of the dangers of cigarettes. The results also show that

https://www.thecentersquare.com/opinion/op-ed-celebrating-businesses-that-have-helped-reduce-the-tobacco-burden/article_51958b90-e1fa-11ec-91d0-4fc3f4df9720.html
https://reason.com/2022/04/02/welcome-to-the-nicotine-prohibition-era/
https://filtermag.org/fda-misinformation-e-cigarette-summit/
https://www.protectingtaxpayers.org/uncategorized/world-health-organization-needs-to-embrace-harm-reduction-for-world-no-tobacco-day/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/35227372/


other interventions to stop smoking, like prohibitions, taxes, and marketing restrictions, had
a “modest” or quite possibly zero effect on smoking reduction.

GLOBAL TOBACCO HARM REDUCTION NEWS

Mexico Bans E-Cigarettes (ABC News)

Hong Kong Vape Shops Close as Vape Ban Takes Effect (Vaping Post)

Thailand’s Digital Minister Urges Legal Import & Sale of E-Cigarettes (Pattaya

Mail)

SUBMIT YOUR
WORK!

Each newsletter will include five must-read stories and
one must-read study we believe are excellent
contributions to the cause of tobacco harm reduction.
 
If you write or publish something that you’d like to have
shared in our next newsletter, please send it to
kabramson@tholosfoundation.org. Thank you!

Do you know of any international THR movements that
you think the Tholos Foundation should be involved in?
It could be a proposed flavor ban, tax hike, or even
government-sponsored misinformation. We are looking
to contribute as much as possible so please do not
hesitate to reach out to me at
kabramson@tholosfoundation.org.

WE WELCOME
ADVOCACY

SUGGESTIONS

THANK YOU FOR READING!

Sign Up for the THR Newsletter HERE!
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